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Urban mosquito hazard particularly in developing countries is the result of 
enviromental degradation in cities and towns as a result of neglect ‘both 

by official agencies and people. In several towns in India, bancroftian 
filariasis is endemic and is transmitted by Culex quinquefasciatus which 
breeds in stagnant waters. The people can contribute a lot to keep then- 
selves free not only fran mosquito bites but also from filarial disease. The 
Integrated Vector Control Progranme undertaken by the VCRC in Pondicherry 
used many hoardings to educate the people about urban mosquito nuisance and 
the scourge of filariasis by using mythological and social themes with catchy 
colour designs. Same of these are printed in the following pages with english 


translation of the Vernacular descriptions/slogans. 


Brugia malayi caused filariasis is prevalent in a vast tract of Kerala, and 
is transmitted by Mansonia mosquitoes which can breed only in association 

with sane aquatic plants. These plants grow in innumerable ponds and canals 
and only weed removal will result in a lasting solution. A set of hoardings 
have been erected to educate the people living in this area and is shown in 
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Should the tender feet meant for dancing be deformed ? 
It is our duty to destroy mosquitoes which deforms beautiful damsels 
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Handsome, 6 feet tall, curly hair, Engineer, Rs. 3000 salary, car etc. etc. 
is the use? Elephantiasis case 
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The pretty legs of the child today, will turn Elephantoid if mosquito breeding is not prevented. 
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You have pleasure in bathing-Mosquitoes causing elephantiasis seek pleasure in the soakpits 
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Open containers breed mosquitoes which cause several diseases. In this hoarding the woman 
is emptying pots, thinking about elephantiasis. 
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Let us keep cows which give milk and destroy mosquitoes which cause elephantiasis 
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Hoarding No. 3 


The picture depicts an incident from another great epic “Ramayana”, 
where Sita wife of Lord Rama was kidnapped by the demon Ravana and 
kept in Sri Lanka in captivity. Lord Rama sends Hanuman to Sita to convey 
the message that he is coming to rescue her. Sita tells Hanuman to inform 
Lord Rama to come with all might to rescue her as early as possible. 


In this hoarding Sita says to Hanuman, that she is not at all both- 
ered about the tortures given by the demon Ravana to her but, the tor- 
tures given by the mosquitoes in Sri Lanka is unbearable and asks Lord 
Rama to rescue her immediately from the mosquito torture. In this hoarding 
Sri Lanka represents Brindavan, a low lying colony in Pondicherry. 


Filariasis and malaria are transmitted by mosquitoes, which can be 
prevented by preventing water stagnation, in all the possible places. 


Hording No. 4 


lf you donate blood to the patients, you can get blessings, but if 
you donate blood to mosquitoes you will get only diseases like filariasis 
and malaria which can be prevented by keeping your environment clean 
without any water stagnation. 


To prevent breeing of mosquitoes do the following : 
Do not allow water to stagnate around your houses. 
Do not throw any garbage in the drain and make it choked. 
Empty the mud pots and containers at least once in a week. 


Clean the water tanks at least once in a week. 


UNBES SOB 2 M/E ST 


OBL FOTUD GOEUO STWEBIE- 
Big WTOMEEND GUAT CABTLITO. | 


ROW UNTO UL 
DOM CPOE & 
O20 BUEN BIB: | 
as fe 


DITT6 MT Ip 


ITT (DUST EOTBOBIES f Siu suc? 


as Sa pe SPS BATE W or PROUT BL DO WOU. 
Nea tar Seor ipso HW AF WwWuMTipway 
OBTHB BMT SDUILD FNS EOLGGT. 
GS FNEEOL SOHO hag 65555 DL. 
STOUT OID, WAEMIC, UTI SUMED DOD 
Aeatbu Curembie 
Surunle Sees sermlaye dere cbverLry. 


r Heras 5 Boil O40) ADU Sifu osigu srite spear 3 VcTOR CONTE. RESEARCH CENTRE we anc «wR 


GOGO (LOW & OBIS HOY. DG ITUCNTE, DE ahh a SELES PO Ll 


ET Saujact galasgr 
_Seeatalain BUA O... 
Yr de Beant be 6, berebebn 
ob. CEU o 
dont 


FOMPMECABULE PE pang, 
a OEM bEB @. 8 
UT ORTIEBIMO Eb amie, 


. -— Dteifiun Com 
soon 


‘ungruahd ei miniOeDM LTT Cause mio | : = 
: "GAN STIW HD MDBW Bobaauia 
SMVHNID Ohhh cara Sow” 


& 


MUSEO AL AY if iit AA hy LLL LEN PARARAIYLEESLSDIL ICS ESEELY Se! AILRP LOPES TRELLIS DBNICNER LISLE. RLPALELLASL RANE ALALLLE LAL LEONA OEO SELLE ALLE AAA ALLL RRLE 


-« Hews aGQURSBA Sib 65 CoOmmNO® uniiépsd0 csncen codinoi. 
© FNbHOLHMD HAH Comdd ba LMG) . 

ENOUNAUNLEHOMBAD wayphi Cotes Ht Big 

ONLIND DAO Hib MENS AVP wd PRMAbds COMTID. 


Rachie: ET BShiity Quay FOsouwip Issued by: VECTOR CONTROL RESEARCH CENTRE 


8 


> 
@ 


SOPSLERA COLL CPL OF MELROM, ELAR: 


f Biba aansgia Bymurh6 syso)! vrengelet ORG Wewea seepempen and [he LURECTORATE of MEALTA SERVICES, POMEVOAEREY 


Hoarding No. 5 


Background : In india there is a system of giving dowry to the bridegroom 
by the bride’s father. Even though the bride is beautiful 
and talented, she will be married only when her father offers 
dowry to the bridegroom. 


In this hoarding, even though the bride's father is ready to 
offer lot of money as dowry, the bridegroom rejects the 
bride as she is affected by elephantiasis. 


To prevent breeding of mosquitoes do the following things: 
Do not allow water to stagnate in the drains. 


Do not throw empty tins and pots outside or over the 
terrace and allow water to stagnate in it. 


Do not allow water to leak from taps. 


Hoarding No. 6 


Saint Narada, of Hindu mythology, seeks the help of Lord Vishnu, 
to take another incarnation to come and kill the mosquitoes which are 


torturing the people of the world. 


But Lord Vishnu says that people of the world are intelligent and 
they will safeguard themselves and eradicate the mosquitoes by environmental 


sanitation, 


To prevent mosquito breeding we have to do the following things: 


Help the health department by preventing stagnation of water 
in your surroundings, 


Empty the containers and water tanks once in a week. 
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Hoariding No. 7 
; This hoarding makes a comparison of the city of Venice whichis a 
lake city and Venkata Nagar (a low lying colony) in Pondicherry. 


+h Though sailing of boats in the lakes of Venice is a good scenary, 
sailing of paper boats in the low lying vacant plots with stagnant water in 
Venkata Nagar is very unhygienic and mosquitogenic. 


The children who live near cesspools, will be bitten by mosquitoes 
breeding in the cespools and fall a victim of filariasis and malaria and so 
prevent mosquito breeding. 


Hoarding No. 8 


In Tamil there is a slogan which says that, the sound of the bell 
_ precedes an elephant; this is slightly modified to say that the mosquitoes 
comes first’ and filariasis comes later. 


It is better to prevent mosquito breeding before filariasis comes as 
constructing a dam before flood. | 


Mosquito transmits filariasis, malaria and Japanese encephalitis. 
To prevent mosquito breeding: 
Do not allow water to stagnate in your surroundings, 
Do not choke ihe drains by throwing garbage. 


Do not allow water to accumulate in empty tins and Containers, 
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Hoarding No. 9 


“Feed the poor people and seek the blessings from God” is an Indian 


saying. But do not throw the leaves and garbage in the nearby drain and get 
cursed by the people and God. 


Eradicate the mosquitoes and drive away filariasis. 


By dumping leaves and garbage in the drains the drains get choked 
breeds the vector of filariasis and malaria. So, dump the garbage in the 
ust bins. : 


Hoarding No. 10 


im One of the famous epics, an elephant goes to a river to drink 
water and a crocodile gets hold of its leg. The elephant is unable to rescue 
itself from the crocodile, cries for the help of Lord Krishna, who immediately 
rushes to rescue the elephant. 


In this hoarding it is said that even the God Lord Krishna is unable 
to help when you have elephantiasis. The crocodile is symbolically represented 
by a mosquito larvae and the elephant bya chronic filaria patient. So better 
prevent breeding of mosquitoes in your surroundings. 


To prevent breeding: 
Do not allow water to stagnate in drains. 
Do not allow water to accumulate in empty containers. 


Do not allow water to leak in your water taps. 


In urban areas filariasis is transmitted by mosquitoes which breeds in 
stagnant and polluted water bodies. The major breeding grounds for these 
mosquitoes are cesspits, cesspools, clogged drains, septic tanks, disused 
wells etc. Malaria, on the other hand, is transmitted by another variety of 
mosquitoes which breed mainly in fresh water wells, overhead tanks, cisterns 
etc. There is yet another type of mosquito breeding in large bodies of stag- 
nant rain water and which transmits Japanese Encephalitis (Brain fever). 
Mosquitogenic conditions can be reduced or even eliminated if the community 
is watchful. Mosquito breeding can be prevented if the people follow the 


guidelines given below: 


1. Do not throw garbage except in dustbins. Throwing garbage in drains 
will block waterflow. 


2. Keep the septic tanks and over head tanks sealed properly to prevent 
entry/exit of mosquitoes. 


a Do not allow water to stagnate in any open container for more than one 
week. 


4. Cultivate kitchen gardens where effluents from the house could be 
diverted. 


5. Release larvivorous fishes in open tanks. 


6. If there are any large body of water stagnation, the local authorities 
must be contacted immediately for rapid remedial action. 


7. If the construction of the drains or public latrines are improper 
leading to mosquito breeding, this should also be brought to the notice 
of higher authorities. 


We sincerely hope that you will not be merely passive spectators in the 
fight against mosquitoes but will play a active role in eradicating the mos- 
quito borne diseases. You must remember that your health is your responsibility 


first. Do not expect the government to do everything for you. 
For any other help or guidance regarding this, you may contact: 


THE DIRECTOR 

VECTOR CONTROL RESEARCH CENTRE 
(INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH) 
MEDICAL COMPLEX, INDIRA NAGAR 
PONDICHERRY - 605 006 


-o00- 


NOI9SY 3HL 40 3SYND WV - S931 AFTIVLYSHS - SISVILNVHdS13 


———_.. 


Olas 


COMMUNITY HE4LTH CELL 
326. V Main, | Block 


Koramangala 


Bengalore-560034 


indie 


onreano? 


®@, BCL, Bee). 


% 
© 
S 
© 
€) 
“@ 
S 
§ 
| & 


8 
a. 
eee) 


IS IT HEREDITARY DISEASE ? 


ON é& YALVM ONTANTYG Ad CSLLIWSNVYL SSVSSIC SHL SI 


AOCUDVETY OCOIGBEG 


CCUIICIBGID| SP 
EBUG Olag reg 


i CéDalelewowm- 
QOSA)>, 28a 
QOSAo GwBI0! 

4 OO G20) 
BACEBEO Hc 


ELEPHANTIASIS IS CHRONIC STAGE OF THE DISEASE 
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ALONG WITH THE BLOOD 


THE DISEASE IS SPREAD THROUGH MOSQUITOES. 


THE MOSQUITO SUCKS THE PARASITE ALSO. 
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THE AQUATIC WEEDS ARE OUR ENEMIES. THEY ARE THE FRIENDS 


OF MOSQUITOES, 
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GROW FISH INSTEAD OF WEEDS AND INCREASE YOUR INCOME 
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THERE IS BULK, 


IS NOT A IDEAL MANURE. 


THE AQUATIC WEED 
BUT LESS NUTRITION, 


cs 
© ehe Lax er 
a Te Sat RAE 


sah 
‘Y , 
V2, . 


ae 


| 
a 


— 


ee WM aLPt IR 
UE er! 


2% 


‘: bes * -* 
; Ae NS 
SOROS Soe: 
S Sea eres 
See ees Sa 
At eee 


aes 
a 


< 
Sad ee 
ae: 


wad 
ae 
TS ay 4 a 


04> WA QASMHASMaleaon 


\ EEX ‘ 


<*s-- - Ak 


6) 6.024\00 (Db (Wo BAAIEM. 


IF POSSIBLE SLEEP UNDER MOSQUITO NETS 


BRUGIAN FILARIASIS 


This disease is transmitted by a particular mosquito (Mansonoides). 
The larvae of which breed in association with aquatic plants in ponds, 


canals, small end big channels etc. around your houses. Since the lar- 


vae can respire only through the roots of these aquatic weeds they can- 


not survive without these plants. Hence it is very easy and simple to 


destroy these diseases carrying mosquitoes. 


JUST REMOVE THE WEEDS FROM ALL WATER BODIES AROUND YOUR HOUSES AND KEEP 
THEM FREE FROM ANY VEGETATION. 


You can also earn income in this process. Culture edible fishes in ponds 
after deweeding them, and increase your nutritional intake. Weeds could 


also be profitably converted into compost manure. 
For any assistance/advice please contact: 


The Director 

Vector Control Research Centre 
Indira Nagar 
Pondicherry-605006. 
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